Source of material
To ah ot ethanols olution (10m l) of 3-ethoxysalicylaldehyde (362.2 mg, 2.18 mmol) was added an ethanol solution (5 ml) of 1,4-bis(aminooxy)butane (122.8 mg, 1.022 mmol). After the solution had been stirred at 328 Kfor 8h,the reaction mixture was filtered, washed successively with ethanol and ethanol/hexane (1:4), respectively. Thei solated compound was dried under reduced pressure and purified with recrystallization from ethanol to yield 365.3 mg of colorless crystalline solid (yield 85.8 %, m.p. 413-414 K) . =0 .82 Å(OH) and with U iso (H) =1.2 U eq (C)(aromatic), U iso (H) =1 .2 U eq (C) (methylene) and U iso (H) =1 .5 U eq (C) (methyl).
Experimental details Ha toms were treateda sr iding atoms with d(C-H)=0 .96Å (CH 3 ), d(C-H) =0 .97 Å( CH 2 ), d(C-H) =0 .93 Å( CH), d(O-H)

Discussion
Particular attention has recently been paid to the synthesis and crystalstructure of dioximecompounds andtheir analogues [1, 2] . These compounds can easily formmetallosalen complexes with transition metal ions as versatile chelating ligands [3, 4] . Someof them or theirmetal complexes are used in various organic reaction processes as catalysts, models of reaction centers of metalloenzymes, have fascinating magnetic properties, and are nonlinearoptical materials. They can also be used as biological models in understanding the structure of biomolecules and biologicalprocesses [5, 6] . Because the oxime-type ligands are able to resist the metathesis of C=N bonds, we can use an Oalkyloxime unit (-CH=N-O-) instead of -CH=N-group in order to improve the stability of the ligands. Meanwhile, the large electronegativity of oxygen atomsstrongly affects the electronic properties of N 2 O 2 coordination sphere, which can lead to different and new properties and structures of the resulting complexes. The title crystal structure is only built up by the C 22 H 28 N 2 O 6 molecules, in which all bond lengths are in normalranges. The molecule of the title compound has acrystallographic inversion centre and adopts an E configuration with respect to the C=N bond. This is similar to what was observed in our previously reported dioxime compounds [7] [8] [9] [10] . In the molecule, the two oximeg roups are roughly coplanar with the adjacent benzene rings, forming dihedral angles of 2.13°and 2.21°, respectively. Within the molecule, the planar units are parallel but extend in opposite directions from the methylene bridge. The two benzene rings are parallel to each other and with the distance of 1.786 Å. Intramolecular O-H×××Nhydrogen bonds are formed between the hydroxylgroups and the oximenitrogens. The distances between the hydroxylg roups and the oximen itrogen atoms d(O-N) = 2.613 Åindicate strong hydrogen bonding interactions [11, 12] 
